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Readers! 


Dear Parents: 


Congratulations! Your child is taking 
the first steps on an exciting journey. 
The destination? Independent reading! 


STEP INTO READING® will help your child get there. The program offers 
five steps to reading success. Each step includes fun stories and colorful 

art or photographs. In addition to original fiction and books with favorite 
characters, there are Step into Reading Non-Fiction Readers, Phonics Readers 
and Boxed Sets, Sticker Readers, and Comic Readers—a complete literacy 
program with something to interest every child. 


Learning to Read, Step by Step! 


Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten 

* big type and easy words * rhyme and rhythm « picture clues 
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to 
begin reading. 


Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1 

* basic vocabulary * short sentences ¢ simple stories 

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out 
new words with help. 


Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3 
* engaging characters * easy-to-follow plots © popular topics 
For children who are ready to read on their own. 


Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3 

* challenging vocabulary * short paragraphs « exciting stories 
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences 
with confidence. 


Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4 

* chapters © longer paragraphs full-color art 

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books 
but still like colorful pictures. 


STEP INTO READING?® is designed to give every child a successful 
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides; children will progress 
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their reading. 


Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step! 
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Random House Children’s Books supports the First Amendment and celebrates the right to read. 
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Based on The Railway Series 
by the Reverend W Awdry 


Illustrated by Richard Courtney 


Click-clack! 
Click-clack! 


Thomas puffs 


down the track. 
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Thomas finds 


an old engine. 


Hiro is broken. 
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Will he be sent 


to the scrap yard? 


Thomas will fix him.’ 


ep 


co 
o) 
= 
i 
5) 
oF 
Y? 
n 
o 
= 
© 
> 
B) 
m4 
3) 
a 


“I'm going to 


Says Spencer. 
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Oh, no! 


iro needs hel 
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Thomas puffs off 
to get help. 
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Click-clack! 
Click-clack! 


Thomas and Spencer 


race down the track. 


thy 


! 


1.) 

S&S 
Q, 

SY) 


Spencer falls 


into the mud! 


Now Thomas must hel 


two engines. 
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Sir Topham Hatt. 
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Clang! Clang! 
Bang! Bang! 


Hiro 1s fixed. 
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But who will 


help Spencer? 


Hiro will. 
He huffs and puffs. 


He pulls Spencer 


out of the mud. 


“Thank you,” 


Says spencer. 


Hooray for Hiro! 


Chiek-clack 
Clrek-clack 
All the friends steam 
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down the track. 


STEP !NtoREADING 


Based on The Railway Series 
by the Reverend W Awdry 


Illustrated by Richard Courtney 


— Percy rolls 


te, down the track., 


Uh-oh! } 


Percy smells smoke! 
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Oh, no! 


Percy sees a fire! 


in trouble 
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Clickety-clack 
Clickety-clack 


Percy finds Flynn. 


Flynn 1s a fire engine. 


Flynn 1s fast. 


Flynn is fearless. 


Flynn will save Thomas. 
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Chuff! Chuff! | 
Clang! Clang! 


The engines 


hurry to help. 


Flames flash. 


The engines 


work together. 
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“Thank you, Percy 
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Peep! Peep! 

Thomas was going | 
to the Mainland. 
Cranky lifted him | 


onto a raft. 
“Goodbye!” called Thomas. | 


Thomas bobbed 
behind on the raft. 


Soon night came. 
Thomas could not see. 
But he could hear. 
Crack! Crash! 

The chain snapped. 


“Help!” cried Thomas. 
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The boat 
chugged away. 
Thomas was all alone. 


Thomas was scared! 


The next morning, 


the raft floated 


to a far-off island. 
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Clickety 
Thomas rattled 


around a bend 


Then—screech! 


He stopped. 


Three strange engines 


were in front of him! 


“?’m Bash,” said one. — 


The new engines said 
they could help Thomas. 
But they were silly. 
They made jokes. 


They teased Thomas. 
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He huffed awa 


He puffed up hills. 
He chuffed past rocks. 


He raced along the track. 
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Thomas was lost. 
Now he needed help! 


Thomas found Bash, 

Dash, and Ferdinand. 
“T need help,” 

said Thomas. 


“Will you tell me 


how to get home?” 


The engines took Thomas 


to an old tunnel. 


“This leads to Sodor,” 


They puffed inside. 


The tunnel was dark. 


The tracks were twisty. 


Smash! Crash! 
Rocks tumbled down. 


Thomas and the engines 


were stuck! 
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The engines had a plan. 
They told Thomas to 
puff as hard as he could. 
Puff-puff-puff! 

Thomas’ puffs rose 


high into the sky. 


Back on Sodor, 


Percy wondered 


where Thomas was. 


Then he saw three puffs! 
“Thomas!” cried Percy. | 


He whooshed away 


to get help. 


Clickety-clack. 
| Clickety-clack. 
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i Thomas heard something 


in the tunnel. 
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“We'll save you!” 


peeped Percy. 
The engines from Sodor 


bashed through the rocks. 


Thomas was rescued. 
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Thomas is happy 
to help 


at the quarry. 


Thomas sees 
a green engine. 
He does not know 


the engine. 


103 


ine. 


- 0 
a 
wo 
oD 
SS 
ON 
<D) 
ae 
se: 


~ Thomas spee 


“Look out!” 


peeps Thomas. 


Screech! 
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“Who are you?” 
asks Thomas. 
_ The green engine 


1S Scared. 


“T have to hide, 


or I will be sent away.” 


Luke tells Thomas 


that a long time ago, 
he did a bad thing. 


He bumped 
a yellow engine, 


and it fell into the water. 


It was a mistake. 
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“T will not have to 


hide anymore.” 
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; Then searches 
Tidmouth Sheds. 
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Percy does not know 


the yellow engine. 
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Thomas chugs 
to the docks. 
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Gordon does not know 


the yellow engine. 
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Thomas visits 
the Steamworks. 
Victor knows 
all the engines 


on the Island of Sodor. 


Thomas asks Victor 


about the yellow engine. 


says Victor. 
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Thomas 1s surprised. 
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Victor fell into the water. 


A fresh coat of paint 


made Victor 


clean and new. 
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He races 


to tell Luke. 
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Luke does not | 
have to hide. 
Now he can 


work at the quarry. 
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Bring the soap! 


Bring the water! 


Scrub, rinse, and repeat. 


The earl 


tells the engines 


about his special plan. 
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~ Thomas will help. - 
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Thomas and Percy 


chuff up the hill 
The castle 1s old 


The walls are broken. 
There is rubble 


all around. 


It is not rubble. 


It is treasure! 


The earl has 


a special engine. 


His name is Stephen. 
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to the Steamworks. 
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Stephen wants to help. 


What job can he do? 


l 


/, 


Some engines 


make repairs. 


Stephen cannot reach. 


Some engines 


carry Cargo. 


Stephen cannot 


Some engines 


move stone. 


The stone is too heavy 


for Stephen. 
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Stephen is sad. 


He chuffs off alone. 


Look out, Stephen! 


Thomas searches 


for Stephen 
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Stephen is safe! 


And he found 


something special. 
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Learning to Read, Step by Step! 


Ready to Read _ Preschool-Kindergarten 

Does your child know the alphabet? Is your child eager to 

begin reading? Step 1 is the perfect first step! 

Big Type and Easy Words * Rhyme and Rhythms Picture Clues 


Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1 
Does your child recognize familiar words on sight and 
sound out new words with help? Step 2 is just right. 
Basic Vocabulary * Short Sentences Simple Stories 


Cover art by Richard Courtney 
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